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sent word to Nadir. The Shah, on hearing the news, dispatched messen-
gers to Rida Quli and Tahmasp Khan at Balkh to bid them join him
immediately in order to arrange tor the defence of Khurasan ; at the same
time, he determined to punish Ilbars on his return from India. The
prince and Tahmasp Khan, as already related, travelling via Qunduz and
Kabul, reached Nadir at Bahar Sufla. The Shah received his son very
kindly, but completely ignored Tahmasp Khan, who feared lest the
threatened beheading might, after all, take place. Nadir later summoned
Tahmasp Khan to his presence and upbraided him severely for his conduct,
but, on seeing that Tahmasp was genuinely sorry for what he had done,
he pardoned him.1
Then followed Rida Quli's appointment as Viceroy of Persia.   In"
honour of the occasion, a great reception was held, at which coats of
honour were given to the principal personages.    After the reception,
Nadir took Rida Quli to his quarters and gave him, in private, the following
instructions and advice :
" when thou dost reach the kingdom of Persia, thou art to appoint the guards
of Shah Tahmasp, who is imprisoned in the town of Sabzavar, from among those
who are well-disposed to thee and thou shalt prevent the rest of the people from
having access to him, and elsewhere in the country, wherever we have appointed
governors, mayors and deputy-governors, thou shalt show them attention and" not
make any change or substitution; thou shalt pay such attention as is necessary
to the dwellers on the plain (sahra-nishin; i.e., the Ozbegs). And if—which God
forbid—armies from Turkistan, Turkey or Europe should reach Persia, thou shalt
take counsel with the elders and tribal chiefs regarding the waging of war upon
them, and in such matters take their advice, and be not foolish enough to go to
war whilst thou canst have peace. Extirpate thieves, ruffians andT scoundrels,
and treat well merchants and caravans from abroad so that the fame of thy justice,
generosity and magnificence may become spread throughput the world. Be not
prodigal with money . . . but if calamity threaten the kingdom, do not hesitate
to make gifts from the treasury to the soldiers. Hold it not lawful to show atten-
tion and kindness to the Safavi family and Shah Tahmasp. . . ."a
Before concluding this admonition, Nadir bade his son behave in the
manner indicated " even though—which God forbid—there is no trace or
sign of us for six months." On another occasion he ordered Ricla Quli
to keep on the defensive instead of attacking Ilbars, and to report fully
" so that I may punish him and make him an example to all rebels and
evil-doers." Soon after, the prince took his leave and travelled with
all speed to Herat, where he was joined by 6,000 men who had been
destined for Balkh. Having sent word to 'Ali Quli Khan at Mashhad
to join him, he marched to the Tejen river in order to see whether there
1 K.N., pp. 265 and 267.
' *7° ^ 271 (M1*^3™11^ Ka?hn does not explain how he \vas able to reproduce
purported to be the ipsissitna verla which Nadir addressed to his son in private).

